MEMORIAL VESPERS SERVICE

ELIZABETH “BETTY” MAE HOEHN

JUNE 12, 2004

Instructions: Do NOT read the textual references!

ARNOLD: 

Welcome & Opening Prayer

In the hospital, Betty repeatedly asked her daughters to sing two songs, which we will sing today. Let us open today’s service by singing one of them, 

Opening Song:  “My Lord and I” (Hymn #456)  

STEVE: 

“Then I heard a voice from heaven say, ‘Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.’” (Rev. 14:13 NIV) 

(No break.)
ARNOLD: 

“It is not always safe to ask for unconditional healing….God knows whether or not those for whom petitions are offered would be able to endure the trial and test that would come upon them if they lived. He knows the end from the beginning. Many will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time of trouble shall come upon our world.” (EGW, CH 375)

STEVE: 

(Handwritten in Betty’s poem scrapbook):

“All lovely things must pass away, for God ordained it so.

The sunset only stays an hour,

Then fades in afterglow.

The apple blossom and the flowers.

The birds that fly above, 

He calls them in a little while 

To slumber in His love.

And though you cannot help but grieve,

It must bring comfort too.

That such a lovely spirit stayed

So long a while with you.” –Unknown

ARNOLD: 

“Jesus…said, ‘I have power to give life to anyone who believes in me; even though he dies, he will live. I am the Resurrection and the Life. Anyone who believes in me will not die forever.” (John 11:25, 26 CW)

“If our beliefs have to do with only our life on earth, then we really have a most pitiful belief. But Christ has risen from the dead, becoming the first fruits of all who will eventually be raised from the dead. One human being brought death to the human race and another human brought resurrection from death. As a result of Adam’s sin, all of us will die, but because of Christ, all who believe shall be brought back to life. Christ’s resurrection is first and a sign of the great harvest to follow, next the people of God will be resurrected at His advent. Then the end will come when death itself will be destroyed. At that time, Christ will hand everything back over to God the Father….until the enemies of good are gone and sin is no more. The last enemy to be destroyed will be death….Harmony will once again pervade the universe and God the Father will be all in all….”

(No break.)
STEVE: 

“Why do you suppose we’re willing to endanger our lives hour by hour if there’s nothing beyond this life? I tell you…hardly a day goes by without my having to face death….What would I have gained…if there were no hope of a resurrection? Should we just eat, drink, be merry and die? Is that all there is to life? Don’t be misled…Come to your senses and don’t believe those who tell you there’s no resurrection.  Many of these people don’t know God….On this earth we have bodies which are sinful and deteriorate and die, but in the resurrection our bodies will be sinless and will never deteriorate or die. A dead body is not very appealing, but resurrected bodies will be beautiful. When a body is dead, it has no potential, but when it is raised, it will be full of life and power….Even though we bear the image of earthly Adam, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Adam, Jesus Christ. What I’m trying to tell you, my brothers, is that sinful human flesh and blood, as it is now, cannot be admitted into the kingdom of God. Sin cannot be allowed to function in a pure place where there is no sin. Let me explain some of the mystery of this. Human beings who do not believe in Christ will remain limited human beings. They will die and never live again. But all those who believe in Christ will be changed and live forever. In a moment, in the blink of an eye, God will change us. When the trumpet sounds, the dead will be resurrected, those who are still living will be transformed and all of us will have glorious bodies that will never die. Sinful bodies will be replaced with sinless ones, and beings with a limited life span will be given a life that never ends. So when these sinful bodies are exchanged for sinless ones and our limited life span is exchanged for a limitless one, then what is written will be fulfilled, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory! Oh death, where is your sting? Oh, grave, where is your victory?’….But thanks be to God who gives us the victory over sin and death. All this is given to us as a gift through the life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast and unmovable. Always do all you can for the Lord. Whatever you do for Him in this life is not just for now but for eternity.” (Selected passages from 1 Corinthians 15 - Clear Word)

ARNOLD: 

The Eternal Goodness

“I know not what the future hath 

    Of marvel or surprise;

Assured alone that life and death

    His mercy underlies.

And if my heart and flesh are weak

    To bear an untried pain,

The bruised reed He will not break,

    But strengthen and sustain.

No offerings of my own I have, 

    No works my faith to prove;

I can but give the gifts He gave,

    And plead His love for love.

And so beside the silent sea,

    I wait the muffled oar;

No harm from Him can come to me

    On ocean or on shore.

I know not where His islands lift 

    Their fronded palms in air;

I only know I cannot drift

    Beyond His love and care.  (--John Greenleaf Whittier)

STEVE: 

“All honor to God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; for it is his boundless mercy that has given us the privilege of being born again, so that we are now members of God’s own family. Now we live in the hope of eternal life because Christ rose again from the dead. And God has reserved for his children the priceless gift of eternal life; it is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And God, in his mighty power, will make sure that you get there safely to receive it…So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, even though the going is rough for a while down here. These trials are only to test your faith, to see whether or not it is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire tests gold and purifies it-and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold…God paid a ransom to save you…and the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver…But he paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God….Now you can have real love for everyone because your souls have been cleansed from selfishness and hatred when you trusted Christ to save you; so see to it that you really do love each other warmly, with all your hearts.” (1 Peter 1:3-7, 18-19, 22 LB)

ARNOLD: 

From Betty’s scrapbook:

“Anyone who imagines that bliss is normal is going to waste a lot of time running around shouting that he has been robbed. The fact is that most putts do not drop, most beef is tough, most children grow up to be just people, most successful marriages require a high degree of mutual toleration, most jobs are more often dull than otherwise. 

“Life is like an old time rail journey—delays, sidetracks, smoke, dust, cinders and jolts, interspersed only occasionally by beautiful vistas and thrilling bursts of speed. The trick is to thank the Lord for letting you have the ride.” –Gordon B. Hinckley

“So get rid of your feelings of hatred. Don’t just pretend to be good! Be done with dishonesty and jealousy and talking about others behind their backs. Now that you realize how kind the Lord has been to you, put away all evil, deception, envy, and fraud. Long to grow up into the fullness of your salvation; cry for this as a baby cries for his milk….You have been chosen by God himself-you are priests of the King, you are holy and pure, you are God’s very own-all this so that you may show to others how God called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were less than nothing; now you are God's own. Once you knew very little of God’s kindness; now your very lives have been changed by it. Dear brothers, you are only visitors here. Since your real home is in heaven, I beg you to keep away from the evil pleasures of this world; they are not for you, for they fight against your very souls. Be careful how you behave…For the Lord’s sake, obey every law ….You are free from the law, but that doesn’t mean you are free to do wrong. Live as those who are free to do only God’s will at all times. Show respect for everyone. Love Christians everywhere. Fear God and honor the government.” (1 Peter 2:1-3, 9-13, 16-17 LB)

STEVE: 

Reflection

“I used to think


loving life so greatly—

   that dying would be

   like leaving the party

   before the end.

But now I know that the party

   is really happening

   somewhere else

   that the light and the music

   that make the pulse beat 

   and the tempo quicken

   come from a long way away

and I know too

   that when I get there

   the music will never end.” (–Evangeline Paterson)

(Steve continues on the next page.)
STEVE: 

“But all these things that I once thought very worthwhile-now I’ve thrown them all away so that I can put my trust and hope in Christ alone. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have put aside all else…in order that I can have Christ, and become one with Him….I don’t mean to say I am perfect. I haven’t learned all I should even yet, but I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ saved me for and wants me to be. No, dear brothers, I am still not all I should be but I am bringing all my energies to bear on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me….But our homeland is in heaven, where our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ is; and we are looking forward to his return from there. When he comes back he will take these dying bodies of ours and change them into glorious bodies like his own.” (Philippians 3:7-9, 12-14, 20-21 LB/NIV)

ARNOLD: 

“Lord,

  take my heart;


for I cannot give it.


It is Thy property.

 Keep it pure,


for I cannot keep it for Thee.

 Save me 


in spite of myself,


my weak, un-Christlike self.

 Mold me,

 fashion me,

 raise me


into a pure and holy atmosphere,


where the rich current 



of Thy love



can flow



through my soul.” –COL, 159

STEVE: 

Written in Betty’s Hebrew-Greek Study Bible:

“Joy is not the absence of suffering but the presence of the Lord.”

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. Remember that the Lord is coming soon. Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs and don’t forget to thank him for his answers. If you do this you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-9 NIV/LB)

ARNOLD: 

If you were in a Bible study with Betty, it didn’t take you long to hear her favorite text:

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.” (Romans 3:23-25 KJV)

“To declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past…It is through faith in the blood of Christ that all the sins of the believer are canceled and the righteousness of God is put in their place to the believer’s account.” (Christ Our Righteousness, 15) 

In other words, when the record book is opened in heaven, in place of the record of the sin I committed, will be seen the record of Christ’s victory over that same temptation. 

“The law requires righteousness-a righteous life, a perfect character; and this man has not to give….But Christ, coming to earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of all men. Thus, they have remission of sins that are past.” (DA, 762)

“To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”  “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.”  “He who overcomes will be dressed in white.  I will never erase his name from the book of life.”  (Revelation 2:7, 11; 3:5 NIV)

STEVE: 

Just before Christ’s second coming, “God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people. . . .There is a mighty earthquake. . .The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea.  Its surface is breaking up.  Its very foundations seem to be giving way. . .Graves are opened, and ‘many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth. . .awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’  All who have died in the faith of the third angel’s message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God’s covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.”  (GC 636, 637)

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him….Dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” (2 Peter 3:9-14, 17-18)

ARNOLD: 

“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  (Dt. 33:27)

Closing Song:  Safe In the Arms of Jesus (Words on back of program)

STEVE:  Closing Prayer
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